


THANKSGIVING FOR THE HARVEST

Opening Sentence
Sow for yourselves righteousness;
reap steadfast love;
break up your fallow ground;
for it is time to seek the Lord,
that he may come and rain righteousness upon you.
											Hosea 10.12
Introduction to Confession
God’s whole creation groans.
The land produces thorns and thistles and longs to be set free.
Our sin affects all around us.
So let us confess our sins in penitence and faith:

Kyrie confession
Lord, you give justice to those who are suffering
and bread to those who hunger.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Lord, you loose those who are bound
and open the eyes of the blind.
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

Lord, you watch over the stranger in the land
and uphold the orphan and the widow.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.			cf Psalm 146.6,7,9

Absolution
Almighty God, who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith: pardon you and set you free from all your sins,
strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in eternal life,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

The Gloria in excelsis may be used, the people standing:
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
	we worship you, we give you thanks,
	we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
	have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
	receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, 
	Jesus Christ,
	with the Holy Spirit,
	in the glory of God the Father. Amen.	

This Harvest Collect may be used in place of the prayer of the day.
Lord of the harvest,
make us faithful stewards in the labour you have called us to share,
planting and cultivating, planning and protecting,
and offering to you the return that you require, 
through our Saviour, Jesus Christ, 
and in the power of the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.




THE SERVICE OF THE WORD

After the first reading, the following may be said or sung:
Hear the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.

The psalm or canticle follows the first reading and the following may be used in place of the psalm of the day:
The earth has yielded its harvest; God, our God, has blessed us.
You visit the earth and water it; you make it very plenteous.
You soften the ground with showers; and bless the increase of it.
You crown the year with your goodness; and your paths overflow with plenty.
The meadows are clothed with sheep; the valleys stand so thick with corn, they shout for joy and sing.
The earth has yielded its harvest; God, our God, has blessed us.									cf Psalm 65.8,10,11,13; 67.7

After the second reading, the following may be said or sung:
Hear the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.

This Gospel Acclamation may be used
Alleluia, alleluia.
Lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are ripe for harvesting.
Gather the fruit for eternal life.				cf John 4.35,36
Alleluia.

When the Gospel is announced the reader says
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to...
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
At the end
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
THE SERMON

THE CREED
A creed of the church may be said. The people stand.
We believe in one God, 
	the Father, the almighty 
	maker of heaven and earth, 
	of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
	the only Son of God, 
	eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
	Light from Light, true God from true God, 
	begotten, not made, of one being with the Father; 
	through him all things were made. 
	For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
	was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
	and became truly human. 
	For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
	he suffered death and was buried. 
	On the third day he rose again 
	in accordance with the Scriptures; 
	he ascended into heaven 
	and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
	He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
	and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
	who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
	who with the Father and the Son 
	is worshipped and glorified, 
	who has spoken through the prophets.
	We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
	We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
	We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
	and the life of the world to come. Amen.


The intercessions are introduced with the following words: “The bidding is ‘Lord of the harvest’ and the response ‘in your mercy hear us’ “
Let us pray to God, the Lord of the harvest,
that he will bring to fruition all that he desires for his creation.
Lord of creation, we see that the fields are ripe for harvesting:
we pray for your Church,
that it may be ready to gather fruit for eternal life.
Lord of the harvest, in your mercy hear us.
You have created the universe by your eternal Word,
and have blessed humankind in giving us dominion over the earth:
we pray for the world,
that we may honour and share its resources,
and live in reverence for the creation
and in harmony with one another.
Lord of the harvest, in your mercy hear us.
Your Son has promised that the Spirit will lead us into all truth:
we pray for the community in which you have set us,
for one another and for ourselves,
that we may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit
in love and joy and peace.
Lord of the harvest, in your mercy hear us.
You have given your people a rich land,
yet by sin we have made a world of suffering and sorrow:
we pray for those who bear the weight of affliction,
that they may come to share the life of wholeness and plenty.
Lord of the harvest, in your mercy hear us.
Your Son Jesus Christ is the first-fruits of the resurrection
and will reap the harvest of the dead at the end of time:
we pray that he will gather us all together
with those who have gone before
in the banquet of the age to come.
Lord of the harvest, in your mercy hear us.																	
Hear our prayers almighty God, in the name of Jesus Christ,
who prays with us and for us. To him be praise for ever. 
Amen.										

Introduction the Peace
The harvest of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.                cf Galatians 5.22,23
Therefore let us offer one another a sign of God’s Peace.

The bringing forward of symbols of the harvest
Let us bring forward symbols of the harvest,
gifts that God has created and his sun and rain have nurtured.
Thanks be to God.
As each harvest offering is brought forward, it is named and the people respond, “Thanks be to God.”
For the Harvest of [wheat, hay, grain, donated goods etc]
Thanks be to God.

Bread and wine are brought forward with the following words:
Bring forward the grain and the grape, for our Saviour took bread and wine to feed us with his body and his blood, given and shed for the life of the world. Let us feed on him by faith with thanksgiving.
Thanks be to God.									

We bless you Lord God, creator of the world;
from you every good and perfect gift comes.
Accept these offerings of ours 
as first fruits of our Love and gratitude,
and enable us to give ourselves wholly
in the life of your kingdom;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen				


Blessed be God,
by whose grace creation is renewed,
by whose love heaven is opened,
by whose mercy we offer our sacrifice of praise.
Blessed be God for ever.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The people stand.
The Lord be with you  and also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Eucharistic Preface
It is indeed right and good
to give you thanks and praise,
almighty God and Father,
through Jesus Christ your Son.
Through him you have created us in your own image,
and made us stewards of your good creation.
Through him you teach us to exult in the birds of the air,
the lilies of the field, the precious and life-giving crops of the earth.
Through him you free us from the slavery of sin,
giving him to die upon the cross
and to rise again for our salvation.

Through him, you begin your work of new creation,
as we look for a new heaven and a new earth
in which your righteousness dwells.
Therefore, we join with angels and archangels,
and give voice to every creature under heaven,
for ever praising you and saying:						

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving begins, and after the words “your great and glorious name, for ever praising you and saying” the following is said or sung: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
	Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
	Hosanna in the highest.
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving continues, and after the words “do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me” the following is said or sung:
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving continues, and after the words “we worship you Father in songs of never-ending praise:” the following is said or sung:
Blessing and honour and glory and power
are yours for ever and ever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Believing the promises of God, as our Saviour taught us, so we pray
Our Father in heaven,  
	hallowed be your name,
	your kingdom come,  
	your will be done, 
		on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 
	as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial 
	and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
[bookmark: bookmark=id.gjdgxs]	now and for ever. Amen.	
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

The Agnus Dei may be used.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
	have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
	have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
	grant us your peace.			

Communion is distributed in the customary way.

Prayer after Communion
Most gracious God,
you have made us one with all your people
in heaven and on earth.
You have fed us with the bread of life,
and renewed us for your service.
Now we give ourselves to you,
and ask that our daily living
may be part of the life of your kingdom.	
			
Father,
we offer ourselves to you as a living sacrifice
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Send us out in the power of your spirit to live and work to your praise and glory.								


Notices may be given.


Blessing
May God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who is the source of all goodness and growth,
pour his blessing upon all things created,
and upon you his children,
that you may use his gifts to his glory and the welfare of all peoples;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. Amen  		 

Dismissal
Tend the earth, care for God’s good creation,
and bring forth the fruits of righteousness.
Go in the peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God.									
















[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]Text is based on A Prayer Book for Australia 1995, Common Worship 2000, material from Uniting in Worship 2 and the Harvest Collect comes from the Anglican Church of Central Queensland.

