
Ministry Development Committee

Diocese of Ballarat
  

Harvest Festival Resources

including material for the 

Dignity of Human Labour

  

For use during the 

‘Season of Creation’ (1 September – 4 October)

or at other times when Harvest locally occurs



INTRODUCTION

“Each year, from 1 September, the Global Day of Prayer for the 

Care of Creation, to 4 October, St Francis of Assisi Day, many 

Anglicans use the Season of Creation – also known as Creation Time 

–  to pray and celebrate with creation, focus on the story of Earth, 

and commit to a ministry of healing Earth.”

https://acen.anglicancommunion.org/resources/season-of-

creation.aspx 

As  part  of  this  ecumenical  effort,  the  Diocese  of  Ballarat  is 

encouraging parishes to mark the season with a Harvest Festival, or 

themed prayers during the season.

Additionally  during  this  season,  your  parish  may  wish  to  include 

particular prayers that recognise and ask God’s blessing upon daily 

work and labour – and suggestions are provided for this too.

The Ministry Development Committee has compiled these resources 

to  support  you  to  mark  this  season  with  a  minimal  time 

commitment, and we hope you will make this part of your church’s 

year.

https://acen.anglicancommunion.org/resources/season-of-creation.aspx
https://acen.anglicancommunion.org/resources/season-of-creation.aspx


CONTENTS

Example Harvest Festival Service

Further Harvest Recommended Resources

• Common Worship 

• Intercessions and Various Prayers 

Prayers for Industry and the Dignity of Human Labour 

Alternative Resources

Note: These sit outside the general scope of these Diocesan 

materials, however they may be relevant in your context.

• Prayers for Speci*c Occasions

• Traditional Language Collects
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COMMON WORSHIP MATERIALS

Common Worship materials by the Church of England have been authorised 

for use in the Diocese of Ballarat are the *rst choice for resources for the 

agricultural year. While accommodation will need to be made for seasons in 

the southern hemisphere, and the particular industries in your local area, these 

resources should ful*l most needs.

The Common Worship website includes the following:

• Creation theme resources

• Plough Sunday

• Rogationtide

• Lammastide

• Harvest Thanksgiving

• Prayers in times of agricultural crisis.

You can *nd these resources on the Church of England website, here:  

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-

resources/common-worship/churchs-year/times-and-seasons-4  

INTERCESSIONS AND VARIOUS PRAYERS

Perhaps the simplest way to mark this time is to incorporate Harvest 

intercessions into your standard Sunday service. You have three primary 

options here:

Option 1: Occasional Prayers from A Prayer Book for Australia, especially:

Thanksgiving For the beauty of the earth p. 220
We thank you, God of all loveliness, 

for the beauty of earth and sky and sea; 

for the richness of mountains, deserts and rivers; 

for the songs of birds and the beauty of �owers. 

We praise you for these good gi�s, 

and pray that we may guard our heritage, 

to the honour and glory of your name. Amen.

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/common-worship/churchs-year/times-and-seasons-4
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/common-worship/churchs-year/times-and-seasons-4


Option 2: Creation Themed Resources from the Anglican Church of 

Australia

The liturgical Commission has produced a variety of prayers of Intercession 

and Thanksgiving with a theme of Creation and the environment. These can 

be found here: https://anglican.org.au/our-work/liturgy-worship/themes-and-

events/ 

Themes include: 

• Climate Change

• Environmental degradation and pollution

• Farming Communities – Prayers of Intercession

• Farming Communities – Thanksgiving for the Seed

• Rain

• Salinity

• Solar Energy

• Sustainable Cities

• Thanksgiving for all creatures great and small

• Thanksgiving for wilderness

• Thanksgiving, Collect, Intercessions – Garden Theme

Option 3: Common Worship Intercessions: (either H1 or H2 could be used) 

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-

resources/common-worship/churchs-year/times-and-seasons-4#mmm363 

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/common-worship/churchs-year/times-and-seasons-4#mmm363
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/common-worship/churchs-year/times-and-seasons-4#mmm363
https://anglican.org.au/our-work/liturgy-worship/themes-and-events/
https://anglican.org.au/our-work/liturgy-worship/themes-and-events/


PRAYERS FOR INDUSTRY AND THE 

DIGNITY OF HUMAN LABOUR 

For industry and business – A Prayer Book for Australia p. 207.
God of all creation, 

we pray for all who work in the o�ces and factories of this land. 

Enable them to live and work together in harmony and safety, 

and o!er to you the fruits of their toil for the good of all. 

Give respect and dignity to all who labour, 

discernment and skill to those who develop new technologies, 

and wisdom to all who carry great responsibilities. 

You have given us the knowledge to produce plenty; 

give us also the will to bring it within the reach of all, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For Vocation in Daily Work - Episcopal Book of Common Prayer (2007) 

p.261
Almighty God our heavenly Father, you declare your glory

and show forth your handiwork in the heavens and in the

earth: Deliver us in our various occupations from the service

of self alone, that we may do the work you give us to do in

truth and beauty and for the common good; for the sake of

him who came among us as one who serves, your Son Jesus

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

For Labor Day - Episcopal Book of Common Prayer (2007) p.261
Almighty God, you have so linked our lives one with another

that all we do a!ects, for good or ill, all other lives: So guide

us in the work we do, that we may do it not for self alone, but

for the common good; and, as we seek a proper return for

our own labor, make us mindful of the rightful aspirations of

other workers, and arouse our concern for those who are out

of work; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.



ALTERNATIVE RESOURCES

Prayers for Speci;c occasions

Book of Blessings - Roman Catholic Resource from the Catholic Book 

Publishing Corporation 1989

There is too much material to provide here, but please consult Part II 

‘Blessings related to buildings and to various forms of human activity’. This 

includes services and blessings for Farm equipment, seeds, tools, :ocks, 

*shing boats etc. There are options for services led by clergy or lay persons.

Traditional Language Collects

Episcopal Book of Common Prayer (2007)

Prayers for Various Occasions– Sections 19, 24, 25

I. For fruitful seasons

Almighty God, Lord of heaven and earth: We humbly pray

that thy gracious providence may give and preserve to our

use the harvests of the land and of the seas, and may prosper

all who labor to gather them, that we, who constantly receive

good things from thy hand, may always give thee thanks;

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with

thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

II. For Commerce and Industry

Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ in his earthly life

shared our toil and hallowed our labor: Be present with

thy people where they work; make those who carry on

the industries and commerce of this land responsive to thy

will; and give to us all a pride in what we do, and a just

return for our labor; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who

liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. Amen.



III. For stewardship of creation

O merciful Creator, thy hand is open wide to satisfy the

needs of every living creature: Make us, we beseech thee,

ever thankful for thy loving providence; and grant that we,

remembering the account that we must one day give, may be

faithful stewards of thy good gi�s; through Jesus Christ our

Lord, who with thee and the Holy Spirit liveth and reigneth,

one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

For Vocation in Daily Work

Almighty God our heavenly Father, who declarest thy glory

and showest forth thy handiwork in the heavens and in the

earth: Deliver us, we beseech thee, in our various occupations

from the service of self alone, that we may do the work

which thou givest us to do in truth and beauty and for the

common good; for the sake of him who came among us as

one that serveth, thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth

and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever

and ever. Amen.

For Labor Day

Almighty God, who hast so linked our lives one with another

that all we do a!ects, for good or ill, all other lives: So guide

us in the work we do, that we may do it not for self alone, but

for the common good; and, as we seek a proper return for

our own labor, make us mindful of the rightful aspirations of

other workers, and arouse our concern for those who are out

of work; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and

reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and

ever. Amen.

If errors or omissions are found, feedback on this document is most welcome to the 

Ministry Development Committee of the Diocese of Ballarat.


	https://acen.anglicancommunion.org/resources/season-of-creation.aspx

